Household lace adds charm to your place
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Exhibit of Historic Bed, Bath, Table and Kitchen Lace Textiles at White River Valley Museum

AUBURN, Wash. – White River Valley Museum will honor the art and history of making lace with "Household Lace Adds Charm to Your Place: An Exhibit of Historic Bed, Bath, Table and Kitchen Lace Textiles." The 2010 exhibit opens May 5 and runs through Aug. 1.
Although lace has a place in fashion history, it has also been used for centuries throughout the world as trim on household linens, to decorate furniture and to adorn church altars.
"Historically, lace in the home often added more than charm. It also hinted at the homeowner's place in society," said Patricia Cosgrove, director of the White River Valley Museum.
The technique used to make the lace, the level of intricacy in the design and even the region where the lace was made spoke volumes for the homes of nobility, Cosgrove said.
Cosgrove also pointed out that like quilting, lace-making has its roots in women's history. Once considered a secret trade of nuns, lace-making evolved in women's history when it became a way for maidens to make an acceptable living. 
"Household Lace Adds Charm to Your Place" is sponsored by International Old Lacers, Inc. (IOLI) and the Lace Arts Council for Education (LACE). The exhibit is timed to coincide with the 57th IOLI Convention, "Cascades of Lace," taking place July 25 - 31, 2010 in Portland, OR. LACE members Nancy Evans and Pauline Pierre are the exhibit's guest curators.
About the White River Valley Museum
The White River Valley Museum is a partnership with the City of Auburn and combines history and culture to create an exciting and educational experience for visitors. Museum collections focus on Puget Sound history, Northwest Indian culture, Japanese immigration and the Northern Pacific Railroad.

The White River Valley Museum is the best local history museum in the state according to the 2007 Washington State Visitors Guide.

The museum is open Wednesday through Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. and is located at 918 H St. S.E. in Auburn. Regular admission is $2 adults, $1 seniors and children. Admission is free on Wednesdays and the fourth Sunday of the month. Call 253-288-7433 for event information.

Photos
Photos are courtesy of guest curators Nancy Evans and Pauline Pierre, members of Lace Arts Council for Education.

LACE_006:
Irish Crochet, Ireland, 1860s. Made in separate units and crocheted together. This type of lace work was done after 1847 to aid the starving Irish following the potato famine. Irish crochet grew in popularity and was made in mission schools all over the world. From the collection of Nancy Evans.

LACE_012:
Pillow cover, Italy, late 1800s. Made by nuns, this embroidered lace is Point de Venise. From the collection of Nancy Evans.

LACE_024:
Hand-knit tablecloth, mid-1940s. Made by Mary Zmaeff. Unable to read English, Mary made this lace by using another tablecloth for direction. From the collection of her daughter, Pauline Pierre.

LACE_027:
This hand-knotted filet mat from Holy Family Parish in Auburn, WA was a gift from the pastor to Pauline Pierre. The technique involves crafting a hand-knotted grid of thread that is stretched on a frame. The pattern is then darned into the grid.
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